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This recent National Donate Life Month was one of the
greatest opportunities we've had at Donor Network West
to connect with, reach and educate our communities on
so many fronts. From an abundance of Donate Life Flag

raisings to our Donor Family Ceremonies, we were
honored to celebrate the lives of donor heroes and their
families throughout all of April, and forever.

We hope you enjoy reading this monthly newsletter
as much as we enjoyed creating it to educate the
world about the #GiftOfLife

Visit our Best of Donor Network West
shareables page here Newsletter Library


https://www.donornetworkwest.org/shareables/
https://www.donornetworkwest.org/about-us/newsroom/newsletters/

Donate Life Month this year was Brilliant

Meeting our donor families and transplant recipients where they are in their journeys
is essential to our collaborative success with our hospital partners and transplant
centers, and this month gave us ample opportunity to do so.

We spent the month hosting flag raisings, city and county proclamations, city hall
lightings, Donor Families Ceremonies, and more, leading to 110 total events, 18 flag
raisings and 12 proclamations across our donation service area. Check out some of
the events that spread awareness about the gift of life!

~Q

Click here to see how Donate Life Month made its way to your community!

110 total events,18 flag raisings and
12 Proclamations across our donation service area.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4W2tWbXLKdk
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CONNECT TO PURPOSE

Making an Earthquake
Saving Lives

To accomplish something for the first time in
history leaves a mark on the world forever.
These marks, legacies we leave, are exemplary
opportunities to educate, inspire, and elevate
the communities we reside in.

A legacy such as this was created and etched
into the city of San Jose, California, by way of
the San Jose Earthquakes this Donate Life
Month, who became the first professional
sports organization in the United States of
America to exalt the Donate Life Flag in their
professional sporting arena, this being the
beloved PayPal Park, home of the Earthquakes. : DONOR
NETWORK WEST

We were joined by Stanford Children’s Health S HARE A

team, El Camino Health’s team, a multitude of COMMON ;;éﬁ

our Donor Network West Ambassadors.

Karlina Ott and her family represented Andrew
Bedard, a San Jose Earthquakes beloved donor
hero, Shamekka Marty, kidney transplant
recipient and chronic illness advocate, and
many more incredible people.

JOIN THE REGISTRY!
Heal a life through organ, eye and tissue donation

Dr. Whaley and Hoa had the honor of
completing the coin toss for this 2026 U.S.
Open Cup match, an incredible way to cap off
the afternoon and get the night started.

We’'re so grateful that the Donate Life Flag
found its home inside of PayPal Park, thanks to
the incredible San Jose Earthquakes.



https://www.instagram.com/p/DXtA0-3HM6f/?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D%3D
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/hk28z5uto25l31po870zv/SJ-QUAKES-PAYPAL-MAIN-ANIM.m4v?rlkey=0k9uid8mt14rk7dq1ch8bh6ii&dl=0

We had the privilege of meeting our donor families where they are on their
journeys at our Donor Family Ceremonies.

These events took place across our donation service area in Fresno, Pleasanton, and
Reno. These events were emotional afternoons full of love for the heroes who are with
us in spirit us & saved lives, and we’re honored that our donor families give us the
opportunity and trust to join them in honoring their loved ones.
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Smile, You're Saving Lives on Camera

In order to fulfill our mission of saving and healing lives across Northern California and
Northern Nevada, our message and education about the gift of life needs to be reached
far and wide, outside of our echo chambers.

Through a multitude of media opportunities, we're fortunate to have made headlines this
Donate Life Month in order to spread awareness across news stations, podcasts, press
releases, and many more media outreach methods, check them out below!

Wl OLRSPORTSTENTRAL

Donor Mom and Dad to Represent Donor Network West
at Reno Aces' Home Run for Life Game Friday, May 1

Qur Sports Central

Sparks residents Lynn and Rob Histing will be honored at a Reno
Aces Home Run for Life game on May 1, 2026, in recognition of their
daughter Katie, whose legacy and eye donation through Donor
Network West restored sight to two people. Donor Network West, in
partnership with the Reno Aces, shares stories like Katie’s to inspire
the community to register as organ, eye, and tissue donors.

Donor Network West Releases 2025 Annual Report
Highlighting Life-Saving Impact Across Northern
Donor Network West Releases 2025

California and Northern Nevada K, o Annual Report Highlighting Life-Saving

Impact Across Northern California and
Northern Nevada

DONOR \

NETWORK WEST

Associated Press: Press Releases
Donor Network West released 2025 annual report.

KPIX-TV (San Francisco, CA) - CBS News Bay Area:
Evening Edition - 5:30PM

KPIX-TV (San Francisco, CA)

One of the 49ers most lovable players, William 'Bubba’ Paris has
transitioned to a different uniform. Paris is in the trenches, working
for Donor Network West. April has been Organ Donor Month and
Paris is helping to get the word out.

KKOH-AM (Reno, NV) w o
KKOH-AM (Reno, NV)

Matt Graves, VP of tussue operations speaks with host, Ryan Nutter
to talk about national Donate Life Month.

NEWS TALK



https://www.oursportscentral.com/services/releases/donor-mom-and-dad-to-represent-donor-network-west-at-reno-aces-home-run-for-life-game-friday-may-1/n-6355118
email.muckrack.com/c/eJxEj7vO4yAQRp_G7oi4mFtBsU3eY2CGGMUBC_jj11_5l1bbzXfOaQaDE36lIKy1RkvF-bqHyEFbraJVZMkbu3GpbAZE563egNYSJJeGay6EEU7yBwrhnBQubdtGmPiy8c9PendI70dqn_UI-5znWNSfRT4X-YSz0jVutcjn2WkM1ukgGPS72W2v0u-FrbYbzKv1N7tozH_pYJJLzaDWHzhYp7P1yfby2o_y2mepL3aUTGzA977L54Q0GaTexmC19blTryzBUXLrtQCDiv95pS8gMMjKOOQiOzIpep8NRJcRQWhy2tq1h1pSO-gxdoJOfdn4-xzq9-sZvM6Wiyy1QsToDIKzUXjy4LOGtK0zKJAiaUhoIlhunJTOKUM2Zu-zjncyacz1G-TfAAAA__8CN4mJ
https://muckrack.com/broadcast/savedclips/view/ilDWIqbMxm
https://muckrack.com/broadcast/savedclips/view/SVdKZnKqFn

KCBS-AM (San Francisco, CA)

KCBS-AM (San Francisco, CA) I c B S RAD I 0
The blue and green flag was flown to raise awareness about the k" o

importance of organ donation. The flag was flown during the Quakes I ALL NEWS - 106.9FM 740AM
game, a first for a professional sports team. :

Kidney Recipient Shares Powerful Story on KMJ R L e
During Donate Life Month

By Gabe Navarro | KMJ-AM (Fresno, CA)

(KMJ) — National Donate Life Month took focus at KMJ’s Afternoon
Drive as representatives from Donor Network West joined Philip
Teresi in studio to raise awareness about the life saving impact of
organ, eye, and tissue donation....

WILD 94.9

KYLD-FM (San Francisco, CA)

E'Tiffany Jones, Vice President of Marketing and Communications,
spoke on the public affairs show on lheart Radio, discussing the
need for organ, eye and tissue donation in recognition of Donate
Life Month.

EQ Stanford

MEDICINE

Chlldrens HeaHh
Healthier, Happy Lives Blog k’ e

Healthcare administrators and staff were joined by representatives

Flag-raising at Packard Children’s Hospital Honors
Lasting Legacy of Organ Donation

from Donor Network West along with patients and their families
along with those personally impacted by organ donation.



https://muckrack.com/broadcast/savedclips/view/0PtGjuJ8xE
https://www.kmjnow.com/2026/04/20/87401/
https://muckrack.com/broadcast/savedclips/view/QrY5aHvTK7
https://healthier.stanfordchildrens.org/en/flag-raising-at-packard-childrens-hospital-honors-lasting-legacy-of-organ-donation/

Carson Tahoe raises Donate Life flag in honor of Car S"“N@Wﬂm
. : Your (’ne Stop for Carson City News
National Donate Life Month
Carson Tahoe raises Donate Life flag in honor of

Carson Now National Donate Life Month

oo

Carson Tahoe Health, in partnership with Donor Network West,

honored National Donate Life Month with a flag-raising ceremony at k’ o ‘ b

Carson Tahoe Regional Medical Center on Thursday, April 9.

Healthy Alameda: How to Become an @ e
“Post

Organ and Tissue Donor
Alomeds Post S
This National Donate Life Month, imagine the hope you can offer and il e s ol ol
the lives you can touch. Donor Network West will host a table at RS A R A
Alameda Hospital on April 17 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., where you can

learn more about organ and tissue donation, address concerns and

register in person to become a donor.

KNTV-TV (San Jose, CA) - NBC Bay Area News at 11

KNTV-TV (San Jose, CA) k;
Donor Network West lit San Francisco City Hall blue and green in o

honor of National Donate Life Month. Organizers hope the event
raises awareness about organ, eye and tissue donation.

SAN FRANCISCD

Organ donor and recipient partner to host weekend 5k
fundraiser in Visalia

By Briana Byus | KSEE-TV (Fresno, CA)

Tulare County Sheriff's Office colleagues are organizing a fundraiser to
raise awareness about organ donation. The money they raise will go
to support the National Kidney Organization and Donor Network West.

Med Watch: Healthcare Heroes

KGPE-TV (Fresno, CA)

Dr. Arash Afshinnik is being recognized for helping families find hope
in life's most challenging moments. When recovery is impossible, his
team works in close partnership with Donor Network West to help
families navigate one of the hardest conversations possible—organ
donation. In February, Dr. Afshinnik received the 2026 Industry Partner
Award at Donor Network West's Heart of Hope Gala.



https://www.carsonnow.org/04/13/2026/carson-tahoe-raises-donate-life-flag-in-honor-of-national-donate-life-month
https://alamedapost.com/features/health-fitness/healthy-alameda-become-organ-tissue-donor/
https://muckrack.com/broadcast/savedclips/view/vtld8lmbhH
https://www.yourcentralvalley.com/news/local-news/organ-donation-community-5k-run/
https://muckrack.com/broadcast/savedclips/view/Et7GbPuHME

Reno Arch lights up for Donate Life Month

By Katherine Nowicki | KRXI-TV (Reno, NV)
E'Tiffany Jones with Donor Network West joined Marianna Daniele
to talk about lighting the Reno Arch blue and green throughout
April to raise awareness organ, eye and tissue donation.

HARPENING TODAY

HNEWS
NEVADA RENO ARCH CHANGES COLORS TONIGHT

NETWORK wesT

i tecsgh g s st

Lauren Martelle Interview o o il bonor N\

KTVN-TV (Reno, NV) - 2 News

Aimee Arellano of KTVN-TV Reno spoke with Donor
Network West Ambassador Lauren Martelle on the
significance of the Reno Arch Lighting and what

it represents.

HAPPENING TODAY

FANEWS | LAUREN MARTELLE

NEVADA LIVER RECIPIENT AND AMBASSADOR FOR DONOR NETWORK WEST

Enloe Health raises Donate Life flag in

annual ceremony, marks National Donate
Life Month

By Hannah Gutierrez | KRCR-TV (Redding/Chico, CA)
April is National Donate Life Month, a time dedicated to
educating the community about the significance of organ, G ;
eye, and tissue donation. Enloe Health hosted its annual i THE NORTHSTATE'S NEWS
Donate Life Flag Ceremony on Thursday to raise awareness ’NATIDNAL DONATE LIFE MONTH CEREMONY
of its impact. The event also highlighted the story of Shasta ! :
County resident Danielle Coleman, who reflected on the
impact of organ donation. Although he was not registered as
an organ donor, Coleman says that she was approached by
Donor Network West to consider donation on his behalf.



https://foxreno.com/news/mornings-on-fox-11-and-arc-reno/reno-arch-lights-up-for-donate-life-month
https://www.2news.com/townnews/ethics/reno-arch-lit-in-green-and-blue-for-donate-life-month/article_c9cb48a5-3c1c-48b5-808d-7f22f2f17243.html
https://krcrtv.com/news/local/enloe-health-raises-donate-life-flag-in-annual-ceremony-marks-national-donate-life-month

Register Today!

Recap Photos and Video:

TOGETHER#ONE

e RENO, NEVADA 2026 ——
DoNORNETWORKWEST

FOUNDATION'®

oin Us

4:00pm - 7:00pm

oin us this June at the iconic Virginia Street Bridge in Reno, Nevada for a unique community gathering! Share a

UPCOMING EVENTS - 2026

meal, stories, and meaningful conversations about the power of organ, eye, and tissue donation. Together at one
table, donor families, recipients, and advocates will unite to honor generosity, celebrate second chances,

and inspire hope! Don't miss this unforgettable evening of connection and impact.

Learn More!

TogetherAsOneNV.org



https://donornetworkwest.givevirtuous.org/Event/together-as-one-reno-nevada
https://www.donornetworkwest.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Together-as-One-Flyer_SponsorshipForm_2026.pdf
https://donornetworkwest.pixieset.com/tao2025/

/-\ CHIPPING | AWAY 4
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FOUNDATION'®

Golf Uurnament

r
3 : Annual HPE

hipping Away 4 Hope Golf Tournament

BLACKHAWK COUNTRY CLUB | Lakeside Course
599 Blackhawk Club Drive, Danville, CA 94506

The Chipping Away 4 Hope Golf Tournament is honoring the life of Tyler Nelson, a courageous young man
with cystic fibrosis who received a life-saving double lung and liver transplant and dedicated himself to
raising awareness for organ donation — embodying the very hope this tournament celebrates.

UPCOMING EVENTS - 2026

Join Donor Network West Foundation for our 3rd Annual Golf Tournament, hosted by former
San Francisco 49er William "Bubba" Paris. Play in honor of donors, in support of families, and
in hope for the thousands of patients waiting for a second chance at life.

Chipping Away 4 Hope Golf Tournament
BLACKHAWK COUNTRY CLUB | Lakeside Course

Tournament Format
Register Today! 4—Person Scramble

&t Program
Registration: 10:00 AM
Shotgun Start: 11:00 AM
Cocktail Hour: 4:00 PM

Dinner Reception: 5:00 PM

Foursomes
$2,000

The tournament fee is all inclusive of golf, cart, lunch, on-course refreshments and dinner.

Individual Golf
$550

Dinner
$200

For more information, contact Donor Network West Foundation at Foundation@DNWest.org | 510.999.0179


https://donornetworkwest.givevirtuous.org/Event/3rd-annual-chipping-away-4-hope-golf-tournament

UPCOMING EVENTS - 2026

SAVE THE DATES! +/ 2026
“-KEY URCOMING EVENTS

Together As One The "Chipping Away 4
Reno, NV Hope" Golf Classic
June 6th, 2026 _ Danville, CA

> June 29th, 2026

Stride for Hope Run/Walk

San Ramon, CA Fresno, CA
September 12th, 2026 September 26th, 2026
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FOR MORE INFO


https://www.donornetworkwest.org/get-involved/events/together-as-one/
https://donornetworkwest.givevirtuous.org/Event/3rd-annual-chipping-away-4-hope-golf-tournament
https://www.donornetworkwest.org/get-involved/events/5k-run-walk/
https://www.donornetworkwest.org/get-involved/events/

UPCOMING UPSERVANCE

Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month!
May is here, and with it comes an imperative time of the year - Asian American, Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month! This annual celebration is an
opportunity to honor the rich cultural heritage and contributions of the Asian
American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander communities in the United States.
Supporting organ and tissue donation within the Asian American, Native Hawaiian
and Pacific Islander communities is particularly vital due to matching donors with
recipients of similar ethnicity and cultural background. Ethnicity and cultural factors
play a role in organ and tissue compatibility. More donors from the same ethnicity and
culture increase the chances of finding suitable matches for patients in dire need!
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Click here fo AANHP!I Shareables



https://www.donornetworkwest.org/shareables/aanhpi/

In the closing of National Donate Life Month, we’re proud to present our 2025 Report to Community.

This powerful annual report is titled “We are the Mission”, as 2025 was an excellent reflection on
how together, donor heroes, donor families, transplant recipients, hospital partners, and transplant
centers come together to make the gift of life possible.
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Report to Community

*WE ARE THE MISSION*
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Take a moment to dive into the incredible moments and achievements that took place over the course of 2025, Click here:



https://online.flippingbook.com/view/307549524/

DONOR
NETWORK WEST

@mydnwest

There are plenty of events and celebrations that we're privileged to be a
part of!l The best way to stay updated on everything we have going onis to
follow us on social media @MyDNWest across all platforms! Our Instagram is
a fantastic place to start, or maybe you enjoy Facebook. Either way, we're
everywhere, and we'll see you there!


https://www.linkedin.com/company/donornetworkwest/
https://www.youtube.com/c/DonorNetworkWest
https://x.com/mydnwest
https://www.instagram.com/mydnwest/
https://www.facebook.com/mydnwest/



